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Twenty-nine year-old Patricia Haskins first saw the Western States 100-mile endurance run on television when she was in the 6th grade, about the same time she began her running career as a hurdler and middle-distance runner.

Seventeen years later, Haskins crossed the finish line in Auburn, California in 28:56, becoming the first runner with a hearing impairment to successfully complete the historic ultra. Haskins was born profoundly deaf

"I feel that hearing and deaf are just human beings," says Haskins, who explains that the only way being hearing impaired affects her running is that she can't hear rattlesnakes on the trails.

Haskins attributes her strength as a runner to the terrain of her backyard, Yosemite National Park, where she's lived and worked for the past decade. "I am at an advantage because there is so much variety here," she says. Haskins notes that the elevation changes, altitude, and fact that she doesn't own a car all contribute to her success in endurance running.

"I actually don’t think of it as training" she defends. "Just doing what I love. I just go and do what seems like fun that day."

 Fun to Haskins means adventures like running 62 miles from Yosemite Valley to June Lake, and hitchhiking home, a route she did in preparation for this race this past June. Haskins balances long trail runs with swimming, hiking, and mountain biking, and says that her love for people, animals and the constantly changing Mother Nature keep her inspired.

Although this year's Western States was the first time Haskins had run 100 miles all at once, it won't be the last.

In fact, along with working out future life and travel plans, Haskins admits that going through her mind while she runs is "the last Western States, and how I'll do better next June." 

